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� Background

� Motorcoach Rules

� Loading/Unloading

� Short-term Parking

� Long-term Parking

� Communication/Education
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Background:
About the Task Force

• Appointed by City 
Manager in May 2008

• 15 members

– 5 residents

– 5 business/industry

– 5 from City Council and 
Staff (Mayor Euille, 
Councilman Smedberg, 
Historic Alexandria 
Resources Commission, 
T&ES and Police)



City of Alexandria, VirginiaPage 4

Background:
Task Force Charter & Mission

� Develop a proactive approach to Motorcoach 
management that recognizes the economic value of the 
industry and balances its operational needs with 
measures to limit intrusive effects on Alexandria’s 
neighborhoods, historic resources, the environment, 
quality of life, traffic and parking. 

� Recommend a Motorcoach management plan to City 
Council.
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Motorcoach Rules

� Virginia State Law

� Buses are allowed on most 
streets in the City except for:

� cobblestone streets OR

�Streets posted with “no 
through truck traffic” signs
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� Idling longer than 15 minutes is subject to a $50 fine

� Motorcoaches parked in designated spots must turn off 
their engines

� Double parking, stopping so as to obstruct traffic and 
stopping to load or unload passengers in the traveled 
portion of any street are prohibited and subject to a 
$200 fine

� Tour and sight-seeing Motorcoaches may not use 
locations other than designated parking spaces and are 
subject to a $100 fine

Motorcoach Rules
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� Permits are not required to load or unload

� Loading/unloading shall occur  at designated 
locations only

� There are six primary loading unloading areas in Old 
Town Alexandria

Motorcoach Loading & 
Unloading Rules
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� Parking is only allowed in designated areas

� Motorcoach short-term Parking 

� FREE unreserved parking

� Short-term FREE on-street parking ( Permits must be 
obtained in advances)

� PAID short-term parking  ( less than 4 hours) at 
the George Washington Masonic Memorial 

� A $10 permit must be obtained in advance on-line or 
from ACVA) 

Motorcoach Parking Rules
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� Motorcoach Long-term Parking

� Overnight Parking: 
� All Motorcoaches staying for more than 24 hours are 
required to park at the George Washington Masonic 
Memorial for a flat fee of $35

� Permits must be obtained in advance on-line or from 
ACVA) 

Motorcoach Parking Rules
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Communication/Education
Motorcoach Webpage

http://alexandriava.gov/Motorcoach
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Motorcoach Parking 
Reservation System

� Simple, reasonable 
approach that is easy to 
communicate

� On-Line Form

� Ease of Use w/user log-
ons, possibility for 
annual permits

� Coordination with other 
City systems (i.e. 
temporary parking)

� No Fee
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Communication/Education

� Directional Signs

� Brochures

� Door hangers
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Alexandria Convention & Visitors Association

Motorcoach Communication & Education Plan

• VisitAlexandriaVa.com/groups/motor-coach-resources

• Motorcoach brochure

• Do’s &  Don’ts door hangers (City) with QR code   

• Member/Business Education & Ownership
Hotels – Attractions – Restaurants - Tour Guides

• Civic & Business Association Outreach

• Trade and Industry Education and Communication

―ACVA Quarterly Tour & Travel e-newsletter

―American Bus Assn - United Motorcoach Assn - National Tour 
Association Guild of Professional Tour Guides of Washington D.C.

―ACVA group bookings
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American Bus 
Association

Alexandria Motorcoach 
Parking Rules & Regulations 
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Enforcement

�March 1, 2012 through September 30, 2012

� 11 complaints received

� 3 of the calls involved multiple tour buses

� The peak time was between 6:00 to 9:00 PM

� Locations with the most number of complains:                         
King Street , The Strand , & City Hall

�March 1, 2011 through September 30, 2011 

� 19 complaints received

� 5 of the complaints involved multiple tour buses
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Enforcement

� Plan for 2013

� Traffic Unit will take the lead on enforcement

� Increase the number of  Parking Enforcement Officers 
(PEO) during peak hours

� Officers permanently assigned to King Street will assist 
with enforcement and education 

� Officers will pay particular attention to the end of King 
Street and City Hall 

� Officers and PEOs will distribute educational flyers 
when appropriate

To report Motorcoach parking or traffic violations            
call the Police Non-Emergency line at (703) 746-4444
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Questions & Discussion

www.alexandriava.gov/motorcoach

Thank You

Richard J. Baier, LEED AP, Director 

Dept. of Transportation & Environmental Services


